





The Blue Line Loop would provide the West Loop with fast, convenient rail service comparable to
that available in the Central Loop. Passengers on any of the Blue Line branches would have direct
access to Clinton Street stops. Passengers entering the Central Area on other CTA rail lines would
be able to change to Blue Line trains at existing Loop transfer points. The two proposed stations
are within easy walking distance of the entire portion of the West Loop identified for higher-density
development. The Blue Line Loop would also provide better distribution of commuter rail riders to
the east side of downtown and other points on the Blue Line, including the University of lllinois at
Chicago, the Medical Center, and O'Hare Airport.

OPTION B - CTA RED LINE CONNECTOR

The middle level could also be used by a new Red Line route extending for several miles in a north-
south subway. This would provide direct connections to the West Loop from the north and south.
It would provide additional capacity in the State Street subway for other services. This concept
requires further feasibility studies.

COMMUTER AND INTER-CITY RAIL

The lowest level of the West Loop Transportation Center will provide two through platforms for
commuter and intercity trains entering from either the north or south. The development of through
platform connections will realize a plan to connect north and south railroad lines first identified in
Burnham's Plan of Chicago in 1909. The platforms will provide overflow capacity for Union Station and
the Ogilvie Transportation Center, both of which are approaching their train-handling capabilities. The
platforms could also serve as the downtown terminal for the proposed high-speed regional rail system
which uses Chicago as the hub and links major midwestern destinations using trains operating at 100+
MPH.
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The West Loop Transportation Center -
mezzanine entrance level will feature conve-
nience retail serving commuters.

Figure 4.2.15

The West Loop Transportation Center -

CTA Rail level, where passengers would access
the new Blue Line loop or the new Red Line
connection.

DRAFT
June 2003

63



